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slope at the back of the house” (Austen 3). This is the way Catherine used to be at ten, but she was ([t iL)

training to become a heroine: reading and memorizing the quotes. She was trained to become a lady and

1]
forget about boys” games and cricket. In spite of the fact that Catherine appears to be extremely unlike

4 envikipedaorg

most of Austen’s champions in that she is not particularly smart, she demonstrates great judgment in
diverse situations in the novel. For instance, by despising John Thorpe, Catherine makes everybody
realize that she could decide for herself, and she will not surrender to the societal pressure to be with
him. By depicting Catherine as a non-traditional female character, Austen rejects the ordinary social
traditions for ladies and endeavors to transform them with her writings.

Merril Smith in Women's Roles in Eighteenth-Century America shows the evolution of the female
role in the United States and Europe. The author admits it is an important part of the history and
describes female role according to different aspects like: family life, marriage, religion, political life etc.

Merril Smith views Jane Austen as a companion in her ideas and Northanger Abbey as a manifestation
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