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• Worst way: 
no reflection or criticism (textbook)

• Right way: 
1. Skimming
2. author’s main points. 
3. Generate questions before, during, and after reading. 
4. Draw inferences based on your own experiences and knowledge. 
5. Take notes as you read
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Skimming



Abstract

• purpose or rationale of study (why they did it)

• methodology (how they did it)

• results (what they found)

• conclusion (what it means)



Introduction

Broad information
(Known)

Specific information
(not known)

Question

Topic information flow



Methods
• experiments were done 
• technical language and detailed

Results
• Outcomes
• Figure & tables

Discusion
• Clear answer to Q
• Support the conclusion



Author’s main points

Document level
• Title

• Abstract

• Keywords

• visuals (especially figure and table titles)

• 1st sentence or the last 1-2 sentences of the Introduction

Paragraph level: 
words or phrases to look for

• surprising

• unexpected

• in contrast with previous work

• has seldom been addressed

Questions

• During reading

• After reading



Draw inference

Example:
Rett Syndrome is a childhood neurodevelopmental disorder and one of the 
most common causes of mental retardation in females Comment: 
Hmmm…must be related to a gene on the X-chromosome, with an incidence 
of 1 in 10000-15000. Comment: How common is that? Not too likely to 
happen to me, but there must be several such children born in Houston every 
year. Rett syndrome patients are characterized by a period of normal growth 
and development (6-18 months) followed by regression with loss of speech 
and purposeful hand use. Comment: What happens? Something must be 
triggered or activated at late infancy.



Take notes
It was ????????



Thanks




