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The word ethics comes from the Greek ethos originally meaning character or

conduct. It is typically used interchangeably with the word moral which is

derived from the Latin word mores, which means customs or habits. Together

these two terms refer to conduct, character, and motivations involved in moral

acts.



Dental ethics 

Would mean moral duties and obligations of the dentist

towards his patients, professional colleagues and to the society. 

 Micro-ethical principles: These help support autonomy

and self-determination, protect the vulnerable and promote

the welfare and equality of human beings.

 Macro-ethical principles: These set of principles

designed to protect the human dignity, integrity, self

determination, confidentiality, rights and health of

population and the people comprising them



ADA Principles of Ethics and Code of Professional Conduct 

(ADA Code) 

A written expression of the obligations

arising from the implied contract

between the dental profession and

society.





This principle expresses the concept that professionals have a duty to treat

the patient according to the patient's desires, within the bounds of

accepted treatment, and to protect the patient's confidentiality.



 NONMALEFICENCE

This principle expresses the concept that professionals have a duty to

protect the patient from harm.



This principle expresses the concept

that professionals have a duty to act

for the benefit of others and the

dentist`s primary obligation is

service to the patient and the public-

at-large.



This principle expresses the concept that the dental profession should actively seek allies

throughout society on specific activities that will help improve access to care for all.



Under this principle, the dentist`s primary obligations include respecting

the position of trust inherent in the dentist-patient relationship,

communicating truthfully and without deception, and maintaining

intellectual integrity.



Ethical issues faced by dentists: 

 Care might be deemed inadequate if it involves the delivery of substandard of

care without the patient`s knowledge, without consideration of the patient`s

wishes, without justification by virtue of special circumstances, and motivated by

motivational gain.



 The ADA code of ethics states that “no dentists shall advertise or solicit patients in 

any form of communication in a manner that is false or misleading in any material 

respect”. 

Ethical issues faced by dentists: 



Ethical issues faced by dentists: 

 Issues of informed consent and the need to put the patient`s interest first are considered 

very important



with patients 

Ethical issues faced by dentists: 

 One category of conflicts deals with those precipitated by the dentist.

 Another category of conflicts with patients includes those precipitated by the 

patient. 



• Intra professional relationship

Ethical issues faced by dentists: 

 Among the most difficult problems are those where

colleagues should be confronted with their

incompetence or when incompetence should be reported.



Ethical issues faced by dentists: 

 A final series of ethical issues concerns financial transactions pertaining to 

patients. 
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