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Before Submission you must:
Essential required documents :

 Manuscript file (blinded for peer review)*

 Title page (authors’ names, affiliations, ORCID)*

 Cover letter*

 Declaration of interest* 

 Graphical abstract*

 Figures and tables* 

Minor required documents:

 Highlights

 Authors agreement

 Ethical approval statement (for clinical/animal studies)

 Data availability statement



Elsevier Journal Finder

Searching Tools 



Springer Journal Suggester



Journal and Funding Finder 

Taylor and Francis Journal Suggester- Author 

Services 

Semantic Scholar

Wiley Journal Finder

Web of Science Master Journal List   





SCOPE

SCOPE

SCOPE



Understanding Research 
Publication Landscape

Aim and Scope checking 

Editorial board checking

 Types of journal

 Indexing 

Guide for Author 

Peer review 

Predatory



Checking and Matching





Editorial Board





Open Access

 The articles are free for everyone to read, download, and 

share  

 Higher visibility and citation potential due to free access.

 Authors, institutions, or funders may/ mayn’t pay article 

processing charges (APCs) against this type of journals

 For example; PLOS ONE, Scientific Reports, BMC public 

Health, Frontiers in Psychology journals 



GOLD Open Access

Final published version is immediately available 

online to everyone (typeset and peer review)

Fully open to read or download 

High citation potential  

APCs paid by authors, institutions, or funders, 

APCs can be (1000-4000 USD or more)



Green Open Access
 Free access through repository, not necessarily 

through the publisher’s website.

 Sharing accepted manuscript version (after peer 

review but before journal formatting )

 Free to publish or read  



Diamond or Platinum Open Access 

Free access for reader

Not charge APCs to authors

Funded by universities, institutions, 

government grants

Smaller reach or lower impact factors 



Bronze Open Access

Free to read, but not always permanent or 

reusable

Not fully open



 A mixed model journals ( open 
access and subscription) 

 Closed- access if subscription 
articles are available for reading as 
full text after 12, but immediate 
freely available if open access

 APCs for authors who want open 
access publication (APCs up to 
5000- 10000 USD)

 Suitable fee or no APCs for 
subscription

 For instant: Cytokine, Gene 
Reports, Molecular Plants. 

Hybrid Journals



Journal Indexed
It’s officially included and searchable in recognized

academic indexing services.

Indexing can increase journal chances in:

Visibility

Credibility

Citation potential.



Common Indexing Databases

 Scopus               

 Web of Science       

 PubMed / MEDLINE  

 DOAJ (Directory of Open Access Journals)          

 EBSCO ( Elton B. Stephens Company)             

 ERIC  ( Education Resources Information Center) 

 ProQuest and Google Scholar (less selective)



Peer Review



Editorial Screening

The journal editor checks:

 Fit with journal scope

 Quality and novelty

 Plagiarism 

 Compliance with formatting 
guidelines

The editor may:
 Reject the paper

 Send it to peer review



Peer Reviewers Decision

Accepted  Minor or Major Revision Rejected  

Editor final Decision 

Acceptance

request more revision 

Rejection 



Types of Peer Review

Single-Blind                                              Double-Blind                                  Open  

Reviewers know the author but                     reviewers and authors don’t know      Identities are known to both sides

the Authors don’t know the reviewers                       each other



Predatory Journals
A journals review and publish research papers in short time 
(e.g. within days or week).

Predatory journals signs:

1- Fast acceptance (e.g., within days).

2- No reviewer comments.2. 

3- Repeated invitations to submit papers or join editorial boards.

4- Fake Metrics (impact factor) or Indexing Claims as (Scopus, Web 
of Science, PubMed).

5-Unprofessional Website (low quality website design)

6- Grammatical errors.

7- Broken links.

8- false publication addresses .

9- High or Hidden Fees (Payment demanded before peer review).



How to Avoid Predatory 

Journals?
Ask your university library for a 

recommended journal list

Use Think. Check. Submit. 

checklist

Confirm indexing on official 

databases

Talk to supervisors or experienced 

colleague



Journal’s Checking

1) SCImago Journal and Country Rank (SJR)



2) Scopus Journal List







3) Resurchify Journal Rank (RJR)



4)Web of Science Journal: Impact Factor, 

Quartile, Ranking



Journals and publishers Checking in Ministry of 

Higher Education and Scientific Research Website



Add text here 





Journal metrics 

Journal impact factor (JIF): evaluation importance and 
scientific journal

Impact factor calculated by:

No. of citations in previous two years

IF= ____________________________________________

Total no of publishing articles in previous two years

If IF= 10 and More (excellent journal)

If IF= 2-9 (Good journal)

If IF= 1 or less (bad journal) 



Cite Score: number of citations received by a journal in 

four years.
Total citations of documents  published in 4 last years

Cite score= _________________________________________________
Total documents published in those 4 years

Cite score = 10 and More (excellent journal)

Cite score = 3-9 (Good journal)

Cite score = 2or less (bad journal) 



How to know Scopus 

quartiles by 

percentile?
DescriptionpercentageQuartiles

Excellent75-100%Q1

Good50-74%Q2

Moderate25-49%Q3

Least0-24%Q4



Steps in the submission portal:

1. Register or log in

2. Article submission

3- Peer review

4- Production

5- Publication  



Production
o Copyediting

o Typesetting  

o You will receive proofs to 

check for minor errors.



Publication
 The article is published online 

 It receives a DOI

 Indexed in databases (if the journal is included)




