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PAPER 
REJECTION 

OCCURS WHEN A 

SUBMITTED MANUSCRIPT IS 

NOT ACCEPTED FOR 

PUBLICATION BY A 

JOURNAL.



Rejections can be disheartening; however, they are a common part of the 

academic publishing process. 

Improving the manuscript based on feedback and resubmitting to another 

journal is often the next step



TYPES OF REJECTION

Desk Rejection: 

This happens when the paper is rejected by the journal editor without being sent for peer 

review

Rejection After Peer Review: 

This occurs when the paper is reviewed by experts in the field, but the feedback suggests 

that the paper is not suitable for publication due to issues like insufficient originality, 

methodological flaws, or significant errors



CAUSES OD DESK REJECTION

• Out of scope for the journal

• Not enough of an advance or of enough impact for the journal

• Research ethics ignored such as consent from patients or approval from an ethics committee for 

animal research

• Lack of proper structure or not following journal formatting requirements

• Lack of up-to-date references or references containing a high proportion of self-citations

• Has poor language quality such that it cannot be understood by readers

• Difficult to follow logic or poorly presented data.

• Violation of publication ethics



1- Lack of originality



2- Poor Writing Quality

Groundbreaking findings may lose their impact if the paper is hard to understand because 

of weak writing.



Methodological Flaws

Rejection might result from methodological issues in research design or analysis, such as 

small sample sizes, biased participant selection, or faulty statistical analyses



Inadequate Research Design

Flawed research design can cause your academic paper to be rejected. It may spawn 

confounding variables, skewed data collection, or incomplete analysis.



Inconsistent or Inaccurate Data

Inaccurate or inconsistent data may yield faulty conclusions



Poor organization

A well-written paper can still face rejection if its organization is subpar. Poor organization 

may manifest as unclear headings or a haphazard argument structure.



PAPER RETRACTION

a retraction is a mechanism by which a published paper in an academic journal is 

flagged for being seriously flawed to the extent that their results and conclusions can no 

longer be relied upon

Retracted articles are not removed from the published literature but marked as 

retracted.

In some cases, it may be necessary to remove an article from publication, such as 

when the article is clearly defamatory, violates personal privacy, is the subject of a court 

order, or might pose a serious health risk to the general public

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Published_paper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academic_journal


Retractions are essential for 

maintaining the integrity of scientific 

literature. They help correct the 

record and ensure that only reliable 

and accurate information is 

disseminated.



"It is particularly striking that the 

number of papers retracted for 

fraud increased more than 

sevenfold in the 6 years between 

2004 and 2009. During the same 

period, the number of papers 

retracted for a scientific mistake did 

not even double...“



REASONS FOR PAPER RETRACTION

1. Honest Errors:

1. Experimental Errors: Mistakes in the experimental setup or data analysis that significantly affect 
the results1

2. Miscalculations: Errors in calculations or statistical analysis that led to incorrect conclusions

2. Misconduct:

1. Data Fabrication or Falsification: Deliberate manipulation or invention of data

2. Plagiarism: Using someone else’s work or ideas without proper attribution

3. Duplicate Publication: Publishing the same findings in multiple journals without proper cross-
referencing

4. Image Manipulation: Altering images in a way that misrepresents the data

Other reasons can include ethical issues, such as conducting research without proper approvals 
or consent, and disputes over authorship



The number of articles being 

retracted rose sharply this year. 

Integrity experts say that this is 

only the tip of the iceberg.







RETRACTION FOR ERROR

2013 - Study on the Mediterranean diet published in New England Journal of 

Medicine and widely covered by media was retracted due to unreported non-

random assignments. This was part of a larger effort verifying proper randomization 

in thousands of studies by anesthesiologist John Carlisle, who found problems in 

about 2% of those analyzed



RETRACTION FOR FRAUD OR MISCONDUCT

2014 An article by Haruko Obokata et al. on STAP cells, a method of inducing a cell 

to become a stem cell, was proven to be falsified. Originally published in Nature, it 

was retracted later that year. It generated much controversy, and after an 

institutional investigation, one of the authors committed suicide

2009 Numerous papers written by Scott Reuben from 1996 to 2009 were retracted 

after it was discovered he never actually conducted any of the trials he claimed to 

have run.



RETRACTION FOR 
ETHICAL VIOLATIONS

2017 The journal Liver International retracted 

a Chinese study of liver transplantation 

because 564 livers grafted in the course of the 

research over 4 years could not be traced. 

The experts pointed out that it was 

implausible a hospital could have so many 

freely donated livers for transplantation, given 

the small number of donors in China at the 

time.



RETRACTION OVER 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 
ISSUES

2016 On March 4, 2016, an article in PLOS 

ONE about the functioning of the human 

hand was retracted due to outrage on social 

media over a reference to "Creator" inside the 

paper
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