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PAPER
REJECTION

OCCURS WHEN A
SUBMITTED MANUSCRIPT IS
NOT ACCEPTED FOR
PUBLICATION BY A
JOURNAL.




Rejections can be disheartening; however, they are a common part of the
academic publishing process.

Improving the manuscript based on feedback and resubmitting to another

journal is often the next step




TYPES OF REJECTION

Desk Rejection:

This happens when the paper is rejected by the journal editor without being sent for peer

review

Rejection After Peer Review:

This occurs when the paper is reviewed by experts in the field, but the feedback suggests
that the paper is not suitable for publication due to issues like insufficient originality,

methodological flaws, or significant errors




CAUSES OD DESK REJECTION

Out of scope for the journal
* Not enough of an advance or of enough impact for the journal

* Research ethics ignored such as consent from patients or approval from an ethics committee for
animal research

* Lack of proper structure or not following journal formatting requirements
* Lack of up-to-date references or references containing a high proportion of self-citations
* Has poor language quality such that it cannot be understood by readers

 Difficult to follow logic or poorly presented data.

* Violation of publication ethics




1- Lack of originality

9

Ensure your research offers new insights by thoroughly reviewing

existing literature and clearly articulating the unique contribution of your

study.




2- Poor Writing Quality

Groundbreaking findings may lose their impact if the paper is hard to understand because
of weak writing.

9

Work with a professional editor or proofreader to refine your language

and ensure your paper is clear and impactful.




Methodological Flaws

Rejection might result from methodological issues in research design or analysis, such as
small sample sizes, biased participant selection, or faulty statistical analyses

9

Collaborate with a statistician and/or rigorously follow research design

best practices to ensure robust methodology and accurate analysis.




Inadequate Research Design

Flawed research design can cause your academic paper to be rejected. It may spawn
confounding variables, skewed data collection, or incomplete analysis.

Vv

Set out for your research design to be meticulously planned and

reviewed by experts to align with your research question, minimizing

errors and confounding variables.




Inconsistent or Inaccurate Data

Inaccurate or inconsistent data may vyield faulty conclusions

9

Thoroughly validate and cross-check all data for accuracy and

consistency before beginning any analysis.




Poor organization

A well-written paper can still face rejection if its organization is subpar. Poor organization
may manifest as unclear headings or a haphazard argument structure.

Vv

Create a detailed outline before writing to ensure your paper follows a

logical, coherent structure with clear headings and well-organized

arguments.




PAPER RETRACTION

a retraction is a mechanism by which a published paper in an academic journal is
flagged for being seriously flawed to the extent that their results and conclusions can no
longer be relied upon

Retracted articles are not removed from the published literature but marked as
retracted.

In some cases, it may be necessary to remove an article from publication, such as
when the article is clearly defamatory, violates personal privacy, is the subject of a court
order, or might pose a serious health risk to the general public



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Published_paper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academic_journal

Retractions are essential for
maintaining the integrity of scientific
literature. They help correct the
record and ensure that only reliable
and accurate information is
disseminated.

journal hamepage: www. sisevier. com/locate/blos
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Single cell imprinting on the surface of Ag-ZnO bimetallic nanopartj
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"It is particularly striking that the
number of papers retracted for
fraud increased more than
sevenfold in the 6 years between
2004 and 2009. During the same
period, the number of papers
retracted for a scientific mistake did
not even double...”

PublfQed”

Advanced

Save

> J Med Ethics. 2011 Apr;37(4):249-53. doi: 10.1136/jme.2010.040923. Epub 2010 Dec 24.

Retractions in the scientific literature: is the
incidence of research fraud increasing?

R Grant Steen '

Affiliations: — collapse

Affiliation

User Guide
Email Send to Display options 3
FULL TEXT LINKS
o AT

ACTIONS

[1 Collections




REASONS FOR PAPER RETRACTION

1. Honest Errors:

1. Experimental Errors: Mistakes in the experimental setup or data analysis that significantly affect
the results?!

2. Miscalculations: Errors in calculations or statistical analysis that led to incorrect conclusions

2. Misconduct:
1. Data Fabrication or Falsification: Deliberate manipulation or invention of data
2. Plagiarism: Using someone else’s work or ideas without proper attribution

3. Duplicate Publication: Publishing the same findings in multiple journals without proper cross-
referencing

4. Image Manipulation: Altering images in a way that misrepresents the data

Other reasons can include ethical issues, such as conducting research without proper approvals
or consent, and disputes over authorship




The number of articles being
retracted rose sharply this year.
Integrity experts say that this is
only the tip of the iceberg.

nature

Explore content v About the journal v Publish with us v Subscribe

nature > news > article

NEWS | 12 December 2023

More than 10,000 research papers

wereretractedin 2023 —anew
record

The number of articles being retracted rose sharply this year. Integrity experts say tha
this is only the tip of the iceberg.

By Richard Van Noorden

vy f




COUNTRIES WITH HIGHEST RETRACTION RATES

Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Russia and China have the highest retraction rates
among countries with »100,000 papers* published over the past two decades.

Medlan

*Tetal number of research papers sccording to Scopus: articles and
reviews. Analysis excludes conferance papars (and their retractions)

onature




China

6,301

. =

United States

Number of retractions, by country (top 10 shown)

2,654 1,711

United
Kingdom

1,671 1,449 1,293

India Russia Japan Iran Germany

1,083 983

South Korea Saudi Arabia




RETRACTION FOR ERROR

2013 - Study on the Mediterranean diet published in New England Journal of
Medicine and widely covered by media was retracted due to unreported non-
random assignments. This was part of a larger effort verifying proper randomization
In thousands of studies by anesthesiologist John Carlisle, who found problems in
about 2% of those analyzed




RETRACTION FOR FRAUD OR MISCONDUCT

2014 An article by Haruko Obokata et al. on STAP cells, a method of inducing a cell
to become a stem cell, was proven to be falsified. Originally published in Nature, it
was retracted later that year. It generated much controversy, and after an
Institutional investigation, one of the authors committed suicide

2009 Numerous papers written by Scott Reuben from 1996 to 2009 were retracted
after it was discovered he never actually conducted any of the trials he claimed to
have run.




RETRACTION FOR
ETHICAL VIOLATIONS nature

Explore content v About the journal v Publish with us v Subscribe

2017 The journal Liver International retracted — nawe > news » article
a Chinese study of liver transplantation
because 564 livers grafted in the course of the

research over 4 years could not be traced. Startling China organ claims raise

B ol e out that It wass alarm about transplant research
Implausible a hospital could have so many
Researchers hope the conclusions of a people’s tribunal will pressure journals to reject

freely donated IiverS for transplantation1 given papers that might include data from unethical transplants.
the small number of donors in China at the

NEWS | 25 June 2019

By David Cyranoski

time.




RETRACTION OVER

PUBLIC RELATIONS
ISSUES

2016 On March 4, 2016, an article in PLOS
ONE about the functioning of the human
hand was retracted due to outrage on social
media over a reference to "Creator" inside the
paper

G PLOS | one
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RESEARCH ARTICLE

Biomechanical Characteristics of Hand
Coordination in Grasping Activities of Daily
Living

MingeJin Liu®, Cak-Hua Xlong™*, Le Xkang”, Liag-Lin Huang®
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Abstract

Hand coordination can alkew humans o have dexsanus contral wish many degrees of frea-
dom o pesrform vanous tasks in daily living. An impartans congributing factar o this importam
ability is the complex biomechanical architecture of the human hand. However, drawing a
claar functional ink bebwean biomechanical archilecture and hand cocedinatian s challeng-
ing. His nat understacd which blamechanical characsaristics are respansible forhand caor
dination and what specfic elect each bomechanical chamclersbo has. Ta explone this link,
wa first inspected the charactonistics af hand coordination during daily tasks through a st
listical analysis of the kinemaric data, which wane coliscted from thirty ight-handed subjocts
during a muliede of grasping tasks. Then, the funcional link besween bicmechanical ardhi-
lectura and hand cocedination was draam by establishing the cloar cormesponding causality
between the tendinous connecthe characienstics of the human hand and the ooomdinated
charactenistics during daly grasping actiities. The expliat functianal link ndicabes that the
biomechanical charactarissc af fendinous cannectien archilecture batwesn musches and
articulations s the proper design by the Creator ta parform a mutiftude of daily tasks ina
camfoatable way. The deas link botween the sinciure and the function of the human hand
alsa suggests that the design of a multiuncticnal robatic hand should ba abks to batiar imi-
tabe such basic anchibsciure.

Introduction

The baman hend is an emezing instruenest that can perform a nvaltivade of functions, ssch as
the power grasp and precision grasp of @ vast array of objects. The excellemt behaviors of the

humam haesd are esahled by a highly comsplex stracbare, with 19 asticulaions, 31 muscles and
meare than 25 degrees of freedam [IR0F) [1]. While the abusdam fusciioss are favorahle, this

FLOS OME | D000 1 57 ijoumid posa 346100 danuary 5, B8
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