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Enchantment of Secularization in the Contemporary Indonesian Renewal
Discourse: Reading and Review

Abstract

This paper attempts to read and review the theses of the enchantment of Weberian secularization
prevailing in the Islamic discourse of reformism in contemporary Indonesia. It challenges
whether these theses are valid and correct from the perspective of reason (al- ‘aql) and revelation
(al-nagl) in interpreting the phenomenon of development and modernity, and — thence — in
sanctioning, adopting and/or borrowing this interpretation as the spirit and paradigm for the
reconstruction of Islamic discourse of reform with its different tendencies and inclinations. This
would be evident from three proofs: The first is to measure and weigh these theses with, and in
light of, what has been established among the predecessors (al-salaf) and authentic scholars in
Islam, pertaining the principles of thinking and the approach to looking at reform (al-islak) and
renewal (al-tajdid); The second is to look into what has been proven on the ground and the live
experience of secularization in many Islamic countries that has ended up in jeopardy; And
thirdly, the phenomenon of uneasiness among some eminent Western sociologists and
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theologians who were, in fact, advocates of Weberian secularization, such as Peter L. Berger and
Harvey Cox, then their willingness to modify the secular interpretation of existence as no longer
compatible with reality. This is in addition to the emergence of severe criticism against this
secular interpretation of the reality by some of the most prominent Western scholars and
practitioners of education, such as Harry R. Lewis, former dean of Harvard College from 1995 -
2003. Accordingly, focus of this paper shall deal with the study and analysis of the onslaught of
enchantment of secularization, its issues and trends in the contemporary Islamic discourse of
reform in Indonesia. It explores further the implications of secularization process in terms of
intellectual, behavioral and environmental dilemmas. Finally, this paper shall present a project of
engaging and reorienting religious discourse of reform towards the path of Islamization of
knowledge that has been taking place in the system of contemporary Islamic thought in general.
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