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The Image of Arab in Modern American Drama
Abstract
This study aims to understand the nature of the Arab image as it is
reflected in the plays of modern Arab American playwrights. The
distorted image as it exists today has roots in the long past. The warped

literary representation of an Arab has inevitably conduced to the negative



depiction of the Arab image which is evident in art forms like painting,
fiction, poetry and drama. Being a powerful social and entertainment
medium, it matters how to dramatize what kind of image is depicted in
the drama. The miserable condition of Arabs created due to the false
image has
a permanent impact on their careers and personal lives. Unable to find
their identities, they are unable to place their faith. Since the concerns of
a writer are expressed through themes, this paper examines the themes in
selected modern American plays. They are analysed on the basis of the
theory of orientalism. The study reveals that the image tallies with that
which is reflected in fiction and media. The plays depict realistically the
plight of the Arabs in America and make a subtle silent appeal to the
readers to change their perspective.

The paper is divided into four sections. The first section explains
the aims, background, importance of the study, operational terms,
methodology, and details of the structure. The second section is a review
of related previous studies and
a theoretical background. The third section is the core section in which
the researcher has applied the theory selected for analysis of themes in
modern American plays. The fourth section lists the major findings and

conclusion, and also suggestions and recommendations for further study.
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The problem of the study

‘Arab Americans’ is a section of the American community that has
formed its own special identity. The purpose of this research is to
investigate the nature of the Arab American image in the US and how it is
represented in modern American drama. The study also discusses the
literary and social impacts of the stereotype image. A stereotyped image
of any community is imprinted on the psyche of society in a number of
ways. This image could be negative and harmful and may become
permanent beyond rectification. The image is solidified through artworks
like paintings, and various forms of literature, including drama. The
stereotype image of Arabs in America is negative and needs to be
rectified. The image is age-old and based on misunderstandings. A study
of how it is reflected in modern American drama can help to change it. In
modern times, Arabs have changed a great deal and so have
circumstances. If the image continues in present times, it will be difficult
to wipe it out from the public mentality and may have a deeply negative

Impact on Arab youths in America.



