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Intonation and its effect on the semantic context of the sentence in
German and Arabic
A comparative study
Submitted by Assistant Professor Maysoon Ali
And
Assistant Professor Asma Mohamed Abbas

Before we start with this research paper, I would
like to start with the following questions

e First and foremost, we
must know exactly what intonation is and what
is its relationship to the sentence?

* Types of sentences affected by intonation.

* Is the effect of intonation greater in spoken
speech, or does its effect extend to written
speech, or does it have the same effect in
both?

* In the event that the intonation had an effect
on the written speech, what are the signs and
signals that are used to indicate the
intonation?

* Does intonation have the same effect in
different languages, for example the German



language as 1n the Arabic language and vice
versa (that is, its effect may be less in the
Arabic 1language), but of course, due to our
great pride 1in the Arabic language, and I
personally consider the launch always starts
from here.

What is toning

Intonation: It means the rise and fall in the
pitch of the voice, which leads to the occurrence
of a musical tone in the sentence or phrase, and
then speech in general acquires a certain tone,
and this is what is called the musical element of
the 1language, which distinguishes one language
from others. For example, the French language 1is
characterized by 1ts sentences with a certain
musical tone 1f we compare 1t to the German
language, for example, which 1s considered a
strong and severe language, and this 1s what
distinguishes the linguistic system and the sound
structure of a language from others.

Types of sentences affected by intonation

1-The declarative sentence, for example, the
student came. We notice in this sentence that
the tone is downward.

2-The second type of sentences that are
significantly affected by intonation, and in
which  intonation plays a key role in
clarifying the semantic context of the
sentence, 1is the interrogative sentence, 1in
which the tone of the voice is, as 1is well
known, rising.



3-The sentence of the call, such as Yadar,
speak up, where are the loved ones
Now we come to the effect of intonation in
determining the semantic meaning of a sentence
or phrase, and here it must be noted that the
effect of intonation in spoken speech is much
stronger than in written speech.
Because intonation 1s the only element that
determines the connotations of sadness, Jjoy,
anger, contempt, doubt, reprimand, praise,
slander, interrogation, affirmation, and
affirmation.
Punctuation marks developed by grammarians,
such as the period, comma, interrogative and
exclamation points, cannot all take the place
of tone of voice and body movements.
Here 1t should be noted that intonation and
punctuation are present in the German language
as well as in Arabic
With the presence of some auxiliary tools in
the German language that help 1indicate a
specific situation, for example, for emphasis,
we use words 1in German such as
Ja- doch- aber and other tools that we cannot
mention in this research paper.
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